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Charles Wakefield in 1975, when he was charged with a double murder in Greenville

ABOUT THE SERIES

TODAY: 5.C. defense lawyers
and others are convinced inno-
cent people are behind bors in
the Palmetto State. One high-
profile case now under review
pits an inmate who has served
nearly 30 years on a double-
murder conviction against some
of the top names in 5.C. law en-
forcement.

MONDAY: South Carolina is
about to dramatically expand
the number of criminals required

to give DNA samples to the
state. Police say it's a great
crime-fighting tool, but civil lib-
ertarians say collecting evidence
from criminals before they are
charged with a new crime vio-
lates their rights.

TUESDAY: Perry Mitchell served
14%: years in prison for u crime
he didn’t commit before being
exonerated. He just wanted his
old life back, but he found it

wasn't easy. :

Advocates
police stan

By RICK BRUNDRETT
Stuff Writer

For nearly 30 years, Charles Wakefield
Jt, — a model inmate imprisoned on a dou-
hle-misrder conviction — has insisted he did-
n't do it.

No court has believed him. But he says
he now has proof, a videotaped recantation

“There are needles
in a haystack that we
are looking for,” said
Columbia criminal de-
fense lawyer Joe Mc-
Culloch, one of the
founders of the Pal-
metto Innocence Pro-
ject, a nonprofit orga-
nization investigating .
S.C. cases.

The frouble is that researching the
cases is painstakingly slow. And it's diffi-
cult to separate them from cases where
defendants are simply trying to get out of
jail.

Exonerations are rare, but they do oc-
cur in.the Palmetto State. In the past 100
years, at least six 5.C. inmates convicted
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ack inmate;

by their case

from the state’s star witness in his trial. That,
he says, proves he did not murder Greenville
County Sheriff’s Lt, Frank Looper, 34, and .
his father, Rufus Looper, 57, in January 1875.
A lawyer from New York and members

* of a Chicago law firm believe Wakefield, and

: they are fighting to set him free.
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